Rice breeders must take into account cooking and eating qualities in rice improvement programs as well as other breeding objectives such as high yielding and multiple resistance to different biological stresses.
At present, the emphasis is on the improvement of rice grain qualities related to the preference and demand of the consumers to cooked rice. This comparative study was done to get some information on quality differences among several rice varieties from China, Japan, Korea and the Philippines.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Four groups of 73 rice varieties were randomly chosen from seed samples collected in the International Rice Germplasm Center (IRGC) of the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI, Philippines) in terms of countries or regions of origin, China, Japan, Korea and the Philippines. The Chinese varieties were divided into 3 sub- 
